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Consett Cycleways:  Making a network fit for local use and national admiration

Introduction

Whilst Consett’s hilly terrain does not make the 
town a natural place for cycling to thrive, its past 
steel industry made it a focus for railways all 
of which have now been turned into traffic free 
greenways.  There is no town in Britain with this 
number of railway paths and there is no town in 
Britain with greater opportunity to cycle out into the 
open countryside on almost level routes which are 
safe, attractive and memorable – to the high moors 
at Rookhope, down to the Tyne at Derwenthaugh, 
to Stanley and Sunderland on the C2C route, and  
to Lanchester and Durham.

They have just one defect.  At the outskirts 
of Consett their continuity is lost, the paths 
disintegrate, and they do not reach through to the 
town centre.  At the very place where they could 
be of the most value to local people for everyday 
journeys, the railway routes have been fragmented 
and side-lined, links have been lost, and the 
opportunity for Consett’s people to embrace 
cycling, with all its benefits for fitness, health and 
convenience, missed. Furthermore visiting cyclists 
eg those  passing through on C2C are denied the 
opportunity to spend money on refreshments in the 
town , and possibly re-appraising their outdated 
image of the “Steeltown that Died“.

This report sets out what we consider is the 
best way to change this around and embrace a 
more sustainable future.  This vision has to start 
with some core routes which are created and 
constructed to a high standard – a standard which 
makes it clear to residents that it is easy and 
convenient to cycle, and walk, and that people 
who do so will be welcomed as valuable parts 
of the travelling strategies – not marginalised by 
dangerous road crossings, flooded paths, circuitous 
routes and needless barriers.

The authors
This study has been commissioned by Genesis 
and local Councillors.  These are people who have 
an intimate knowledge of the town and a desire to 
see Consett enhanced and fit for the future.  The 
study has been undertaken by David Gray who lives 
at Moorside and was responsible for building the 
whole of the Consett and Sunderland path as well 
as launching and promoting the C2C route from 

Whitehaven through Consett to Sunderland.  David 
has been assisted by John Grimshaw CBE , founder 
of Sustrans, and foremost campaigner and designer 
of cycle routes in the UK. John was the engineer 
overseeing the C2C route and has continued 
working on numerous routes since.

See   www.chain-events.co.uk
         www.johngrimshawassociates.co.uk

Map showing the four railway routes coming to Consett

Derwent Walk

C2C

Lanchester Valley 
Railway Path

Waskerley Way
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The benefits of more walking and 
cycling, the problems along the way, 
and the proposals

The reasons why a town might want to encourage 
cycling and walking are numerous and well 
documented.

In brief an active lifestyle is beneficial for fitness 
and health; attractive paths and open spaces 
are conducive for informal recreation and social 
meetings; cycling and walking are convenient for 
many short trips and many people would like to be 
able to have the freedom and independence of just 
being able to go out into their own locality.  

In addition, these paths are a potent visitor and 
tourist attraction for the area all of which could 
combine to give Consett a special reputation of 
excellence.

The problem with existing routes and 
why they do not serve local needs

It is perhaps not appreciated just how poor are 
the conditions and facilities that pedestrians and 
cyclists are accustomed to and have to cope with.  
Whilst it might be reasonably agreed that they both 
need smooth surfaces which are dry at all times, 
paths which are free of obstacles and incorporate 
safe and convenient crossings of trafficked roads, 
this is not often the case. 

At the same time we do have some excellent 
examples of really good facilities in the area, all of 
which should be held onto as the standard needed 
over the whole network.

A poor quality path in Consett

A better quality route

Apart from the obvious defects, almost every 
road crossing is a barrier of some sort where the 
pedestrians and cyclists have to chance a gap 
in the traffic.  Apart from the hazard, delays for 
pedestrians and cyclists cannot be made up, 
whereas if a car had lost a few seconds, the time 
could be readily made up with no effect to the 
driver.

Furthermore, the failure to provide positive 
and direct crossings reinforces the status of 
pedestrians and cyclist being second class citizens 
in the world of travel. 

View of the Genesis Way roundabout crossing with its numerous 
lanes of fast traffic all with no provision at all for pedestrians and 
cyclists

Other common problems are steep gradients where 
bridges have been removed and circuitous routes 
making common destinations difficult to reach. 
An example of this we would like to overcome is 
the problem of reaching Consett Junior School 
on  Beechdale Rd,  where a direct link would save 
a long detour and probably be safe enough for 
children to walk to school on their own.

Map showing existing and proposed routes to Consett Junior School

Existing route to school

Consett 
Junior 
School

Proposed new school route

East west route
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The stainless steel sculpture of a theodolite and a 
surveying level form a significant and memorable 
attraction at the heart of the network of walking and 
cycling routes in Consett.  We suggest that Project 
Genesis adopts a planning and development 
strategy to maintain distant views of Terris Novalis, 
to focus paths towards it, and to take action to 
ensure that when standing at the sculpture, one can 
continue to command distant and far flung views.  
This will require a combination of tree management 
to maintain vistas, planning and new development 
which are orientated so as to be sympathetic to, 
and make the most of the sculpture, and a certain 
amount of new path construction.

Starbucks is a convenient place from which to start 
a discussion about Terris Novalis views because 
when sitting outside of there the sculpture is 
glistening on the skyline.  We visualise a path from 
this point, across the main road on a central island 
and then along the field edge with a view of the 
sculpture all the way of the journey.  This would 
require this side of the field to be kept as open 
grazing rather than developed with buildings.

View from the sculpture

If, once we have walked along the new path from 
Starbucks, we look out from the sculptures, we still 
have a number of distant views, of the high hills 
above Stanhope and more. However these vistas 
are gradually being lost as plantations of trees now 
30 or more years old, grow up to obscure the view.

Not only does this reduce the sense of Consett 
being a town “on the edge of the world”, but 
the trees more and more hide the sight of these 

stainless steel monuments to the former steel 
industry. In addition the whole idea of distance, the 
central objective of the Theodolite and the Level, as 
the instruments which set out the framework of the 
Industrial Revolution, is lost.

So we are recommending that a number of distant 
views are selected and the woodlands managed 
so as to maintain these views.  Four long views 
are suggested here, all to prominent points on the 
horizon, and points from which if the sun caught 
the steel this Terris Novalis would be seen as a 
distant twinkle even if Consett as a whole was too 
far to make out.

To the north, just to the left of Tesco, Kiln Pit Hill, 5 
miles away, is part of the far horizon seen through a 
particularly clear gap between Tesco and the trees 
which now crowd the rim of the hillside to the west. 
We recommend that the field boundary opposite 
Tesco is planted with trees to hide this rather harsh 
façade, and that any development in the open field 
is arranged so as to maintain this vista.

Moving around towards the west one can just about 
see Waskerley village  (and the railway path to 
Stanhope which forms the C2C route), and beyond, 
on the horizon, Collier Law. This vista is significant 
in that light catching on the sculpture would give 
the C2C’s riders a first glimpse of Consett whilst 
they were all those miles away above Waskerley. 
In order to maintain this view a fairly wide swathe 
of woodland would need to be felled and returned 
to grassland so as to be sure that the view was 
maintained.

Further around again there could be views to 
Wolsingham North Moors and to Colepike Hill.

Creating and maintaining these involves the 
removal of only a few trees from the bank 
immediately below the C2C route.

Once you have enjoyed these distant views you can 
continue eastwards towards Delves along another 
new path which we suggest can be carefully 
constructed to give walkers and cyclists a number 
of good glimpses of Terris Novalis and a further 
opportunity to make this sculpture a central icon 
of the town. The plan shows the details including 
a seat on the ridge just behind Hownsgill Industrial 
Park. This link is part of the key route we propose 
connecting Delves across to Tesco and the Town 
centre.

Returning towards the Town centre we have one 
further opportunity of picking up a view of  Terris 
Novalis – from the Railway Street bridge over 
the bypass, which itself runs on the line of the 
old railway. To maintain this view some careful 
woodland management beyond Knitsley Lane will 
be required. This might be best done by cutting a 
woodland Walk lined up on the sculpture, including 
diverting a short section of the C2C path to 
accommodate this.

There may be other views to consider in the future 
and we suggest that any future tallish building 
planned for Consett could be designed to acquire a 
view of Terris Novalis.

Once the scheme set out here is agreed it would be 
a very straightforward matter to clear the views in 
the first winter period following with construction 
of the Starbucks to Delves path following on hard 

thereafter to complete this scheme for making 
Terris Novalis truly the centre piece of Consett. 
Similar to the Eiffel Tower in Paris!

The non-cycling reader of this report might 
query the obsession with such piffling matters as 
viewpoints and seating . It needs to be stressed 
that the average travelling cyclist will want to “press 
on” to their ultimate destination and is usually 
reluctant to tarry or delay without good reason. A 
well placed seat or bench affords the opportunity 
to have a breather, take a drink or energy gel, add 
or remove a layer of clothing .   And in so doing 
they can cast their eyes on where they have come 
from, where they are headed to and the remarkable 
landscape they have traversed with nothing more 
than their own leg power.  Such moments of 
reflection can lead to the overcoming of prejudice 
about post-industrial landscapes and a resolve to 
return and discover more... with family and friends.

Cole 
Pike 
Hill

Wolsingham 
North Moor

Collier  
Law

Kiln  
Pit Hill Views from Terris Novalis

Views from Terris Novalis



Consett Greenways and Cycling Projects - A report on the opportunities for encouraging cycling in the area  |  Page 7
- B

in
di

ng
 M

ar
gi

n 
- 

August 2017

Terris 
Novalis 
showing 
paths and 
protected 
views

To Cole Pike
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This page shows the main Terris Novalis Views, 
together with the landscape management and 
linking paths required to maintain this stainless 
sculpture clearly visible at one of the hearts of 
Consett.

1. Terris Novalis.  Add some seats around the foot 
of the mounds so one can rest here, but not to 
obstruct the views.

2. The Tesco viewing Mound standing 3m 
high which would give a distant view of the 
sculpture and wide-ranging views over the 
Derwent Valley.

3. Starbuck’s view and central island road 
crossing.

4. The new link path could keep to the boundary 
of the exiting field but the field itself would 
need to be maintained as pasture where views 
were paramount.

5. Plant a copse of trees here to hide the façade 
of Tesco’s so as to maintain the hilltop nature 
of the views from Terrris Novalis.

6. First view of sculpture coming up the bank from 
The Grove.  This is also the line of the distant 
view from Kiln Pike Hill.

7. If there is to be development it should be in this 
quadrant where the horizon is hidden by trees 
and the buildings themselves should line up to 
view Terris Novalis.

8. Cut through this woodland belt to make 
the view of Collier Law and the far horizon.  
Maintain this open area by connecting the two 
grassed fields together.

9. Cut a narrow swathe through the trees to view 
Walsingham North Moor and to provide a first 
glimpse of the sculptures coming up the bank 
from Hounsgill Viaduct.

10. Cut a new path to descend at no steeper than 
1:20 to run along the general line of the view to 
Cole Pike.

11. Thin back all trees to maintain the Cole Pike 
view.

12. Make a raised crossing of this industrial road.

13. Ramp up at a gradient of 1:20 to reach a 
lookout mound and seat to view Terris Novalis.

14. The path continues to provide a direct link from 
Tesco from all the new housing beyond Knitsley 
Lane.

15. Cut through these trees to give a view from the 
C2C path and possibly from the footbridge over 
the bypass at the top of the hill.

16. Route to Town Centre.

17. Divert the existing C2C path to run along this 
vista for a short distance.
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The Genesis Paths

Fawcett Park is an example of a well built path 
set in an attractive landscape which could 
inspire a network of public spaces across the 
hillside.  Rather than paths being something of an 
afterthought, built with often the minimum of care 
or funds, we do envisage a network of Genesis 
Paths threading through attractive spaces which 
become the daily place for walking and cycling and 
community contacts for all of Consett’s residents.

These include the paths leading to Terris Novalis 
described in the previous section; the Derwent 
Walk offering a nearly level route the whole length 
of Genesis; some of the paths alongside the main 
roads where they can take advantage of easier 
gradients but work is needed to reduce impact of 
traffic; and lastly two suggestions for building paths 
down the escarpment to reach Moorside and the 
riverside.

The unique characteristic of this hilltop town is its 
views across the Derwent Valley to the moors to 
the west, and we suggest that all of the Genesis 
Paths should include viewpoints, and vistas, to lift 
one’s heart on everyday journeys.  This will require 
the relationship of the paths to the landscape, 
to buildings and to woodlands to be carefully 
considered.  For example, the Derwent Walk 
currently winds its way across the empty expanse 
of the former steelworks and still enjoys open 
views.  But gradually these are being obscured 
as trees increase in height, and as new housing is 
planned.

We still have the opportunity for a skyline path on 
the edge of the escarpment although to maintain it 
the first part of the hillside needs to be returned to 
grass rather than encroached by trees.

Another kind of experience is the one of dropping 
down to the River Derwent on a path which is 
so easily graded that one could cycle up again, 
or walk, or travel in an electric buggy.  The river 
is a long way down, almost 500 feet below the 
steelworks level.  The Genesis Project has the 
space to make a new sweeping path as shown 
which could have an easy 1:20 gradient and 
connects to the old “Sandy Path” (possibly an 
ancient tramway) route sliding down the hillside 
from Howden Woods.  (It could also make a steeper 
link to the Pumping Station site).

Sketch through top of hillside 
showing trees set back so as 
to maintain distant views

2

Construct path 
around lip of plateau 
for maximum views

Maintain Views of distant horizons

Cut away trees near top of 
the hill so that the woods 
don’t block the views, at 
least over key sections

Grass bank down from path to 
remaining woods to maintain 
views
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All the way down, and all the way up this 
expedition, there are changing views and locations 
for seats where a rest would be a pleasure.

Similarly, the suggested path through Consett High 
Wood could be arranged so as to give a series of 
views of Hownsgill Viaduct, now by far the most 
spectacular remains of Consett’s proud industrial 
history.

The North-South, East-West and 
Circular Routes

Consett has retained its railway routes – as paths.  
There is no other town in Britain which has four 
traffic free greenways radiating out in all directions.  
They have been maintained largely intact as 
popular paths providing cherished walks and 
cycling rides which overcame the challenging hills 
of the area.  These are a unique characteristic of 
Consett, and one which could be enhanced for the 
benefit of local residents and visitors alike.

The north-south route connects the Derwent Walk 
to the Lanchester Valley Railway Path; the East 
West links the C2C route from the Stanley to the 
Waskerley Way to the high views at Stanhope, and 
the circular route takes advantage of both to make 
for a route around Consett to give access for all.

The fact that these routes do exist is a credit to a 
wide range of bodies and individuals, the Councils, 
Sustrans, and Community Groups.  Whilst there 
has been an overall vision the works are a product 
of their time and the quality of these paths varies 
depending on whether they were on less than 
mainstream budgets, and the competition from the 
road builders and developers.

Rather than embark on long lists of details where 
works are required to enhance the routes and 
remove barriers along them, we have grouped 
these matters in the Appendices.

North south route

East west route

Leisure circuit

Local routes
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Typical problems and barriers are:

1. Traffic and road crossings. Difficult and 
dangerous road crossings where the absence 
of any sort of provision or protection effectively 
serves the route to all but the foolhardy and the 
quick.  For example, the main road crossing at 
Villa Real is no place for the elderly, for families 
or for almost anyone else trying to reach 
Consett from Leadgate.

3. Gradients. The railway routes easy gradients 
have sometimes become lost as bridges 
have been removed and cuttings infilled.  The 
northern approach to Berry Edge from Derwent 
St is one such which needs to be overcome by 
a new alignment and a good quality surface.

 At its heart Consett needs good paths and 
routes, created to a high and consistent 
standard if it is to become a physically active 
town where walking and cycling are popular 
everyday paths of most peoples lives.

Fawcett Park Path

1

2

3

4

5
7

8
6

2. Barriers and poor surfaces. This view at 
Derwent Street, Black Hill shows in one graphic 
detail just how to discourage people from 
walking and cycling.

 All of Consett’s paths should have smooth dry 
surfacces which are open for use every day 
of the year, and they should all be free from 
barriers so they are welcome to all.

Barriers at Black Hill

Barriers and ponds

Poor path surface

 Sketch of 1:20 gradient 

1. rough path from Blackhill

2 swing path to west to gain a little height at 
gradient of 1:20

3 carry on at this gradient with a low 
embankment and then a shallow cutting to 
reach existing path

4. existing tarmac path

5. circular sculpture

6. Fawcett Park

7. Derwent Walk continues

8. new path to viewing points.
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Consett’s local Greenways connected 
together to make half day ride for 
visitors and local residents alike 

The railway paths arrowing in towards Consett are 
probably viewed as ‘There and Back’ rides by local 
people.  There has long been a need to connect 
them together to make for more attractive rides 
for local people.  The three loops described here 
pick up connections which have been considered 
before, and which are already used, one way or 
another, by local enthusiasts.

These are strictly one way routes which could be 
signed to drop away steeply from the high levels of 
Consett, and then return on the easy gradients of 
the railway paths.

Map showing Three Loops Rides based on 
Consett, running out via its railway paths and 
returning to finish at Terris Novalis
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Greencroft and Lanchester  
Loop - 20 km

This Loop follows the C2C route out from Consett 
and past the “Heads for the Hills or Transformers”, 
forever gazing out over the East Castle Lime 
Kilns and the Lanchester valley below, as far as 
Greencroft.  From here to Lanchester a route needs 
to be negotiated down the roads of Greencroft Park 
as this is the only feasible way to reach St Bede’s 
School, Lanchester itself, and the Lanchester 
Valley Railway Path.  This is Loop is completed via 
a diversion at Hurbuck and the Farm Shop at East 
Knitsley Grange.

C2C Railway Path 
and Cycleroute

Town Centre

Terris Novallis

Lanchester 
Railway Path

The 
Greencroft 
Park Link
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The Dipton, Bowes Railway and 
Burnopfield Loop - 25 km

This Loop follows the C2C route as far as East 
Castle where it crosses the main A693  for Pontop 
Pike Lane which is signed as a “Quiet Road”.  At 
Catchwell Rd Dipton  it picks up the Bowes Railway 
now branded as a Kyo Greenway  behind the main 
settlement and then crosses the A692 and rejoins 
the old railway formation  with its memorable high 
level section at Mountsett, before dropping down 
to Upper Lintz, then Lintz before finally joining the 
Derwent Walk at Low Friarside. This descent of 
nearly 600 feet is the reason for riding this in an 
anticlockwise direction because once down in the 
valley the old railway provides a largely gradual 
slope all the way back to Consett again. Whilst 
nearly all this loop is open now there are a number 
of details which need resolving, not least the 
crossing of the A693 at East Castle where the fast 
traffic requires a central island to allow the traffic 
to be measured in two stages. This route also 
connects to Burnopfield via a short length of Kyo 
Greenway and a dust path through the “Bombhole” 
woods. Further investigation would also provide 
short links to the Hobson Ind Est .

Appendix1 shows the route in greater detail, 
and lists the works required including a number 
along the Derwent Walk itself where difficult 
road crossings and steep gradients need to be 
overcome to make the way accessible for all.

The Bowes Railway was first opened as far as 
Kibblesworth Colliery in 1825 making it one of 
the world’s earliest railways.  It was operated by 
a combination of steam power and rope hauled 
winches.

By 1865 it was extended to Dipton and the East 
Medomsley Pit where it joined with the Consett 
Railway at what is now the “Jolly Drovers Maze” on 
the C2C route.  Faint traces of this upper section 
still survive and if these were connected together 
to make a continuous route this would make a 
level way from Dipton and Pontop to Leadgate and 
Consett which could serve as an everyday cycling 
route, something which the steeper Pontop Pike 
Lane denies.

Burnopfield 
Loop

Derwent Walk 
Railway Path

Terris Novalis

Town Centre

C2C Route

Bowes Railway
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The Allensford and River Derwent  
Loop - 12km

This loop sets out to link the high level town of 
Consett with the attractive valley of the River 
Derwent. It leaves the Waskerley Way just short of 
Hownsgill viaduct and drops down to Moorside via 
the proposed Consett High Wood path. An existing 
path behind the Stanefordham pub is really only 
of use to mountain-bikers and walkers.  Within the 
Moorside estate  at  Dunelm Road  a woodland 
walk makes up a new path to reach the camping 
ground at Allensford where a new footbridge over 
the river would open up the far side of the river to 
this public space. Construct a new path down the 
valley at the foot of the hillside, so as to leave the 
riverside path largely for walkers. At Shotley Grove 
recross the river on the existing bridge to join the 
proposed route up the hillside to the steelworks 
site.

River Derwent

The Genesis 
Promenades 
down the 
hillside Terris Novalis

C2C Cycleway
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Consett’s Five Long Distance 
Greenways

The C2C route is said to be the UK’s most popular 
long distance cycling route with perhaps as many 
as 15,000 people cycling each year all the way 
from Whitehaven to Sunderland or Newcastle.  And 
many more come through on local trips.  At present 
Consett hardly features as a key location on their 
way.  Few stop overnight, and most bypass the 
Town Centre without realising .

What if Consett was to become a destination, 
one renowned for it being at the hub of no less 
than five long largely traffic free Greenway route 
along railway paths?  The range of destinations is 
extensive and varied: Newcastle along the banks of 
the Tyne, Sunderland and its beaches, Durham with 
its Cathedral, and the high moors above Rookhope.  
All these are day trips in their own right which could 
be promoted to bring visitors to Consett, to explore 
the countryside around and visit local sights, all by 
bike.

So much work has gone into making these routes 
over the past 40 years that they are now all largely 
in place.  Of course there are details which need 
to be improved – mainly road crossings now that 
traffic has increased but all these five routes 
could be marketed now, leading out from Consett, 
starting from the doors of the  proposed new 
budget hotel on Genesis Way , and ending each 
day at the iconic  feet of Terris Novalis.

1 2

3

45

Consett

1. Waskerly Way

2. Lanchester Valley

3. Consett + Sunderland C2C     7

4. Bowes Railway

5. Derwent Walk C2C    14
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This route connects the Derwent Walk Railway Path 
with the Lanchester Valley Railway Path.  Points 
relating to links are written in italics.

Our first recommendation is to evolve the name 
Derwent Walk to Derwent Greenway or something 
similar in order to reflect the multiuse of this 
railway path.  The name “walk” is unfortunate in 
that it can give rise to conflict in that walkers may 
not understand that cyclists and equestrians are 
welcome too.

1. The railway path is generally in good condition 
all through to Blackhill.

Appendix 1

2. Summerhill Link
 Whilst the Shotley Bridge Station access is not 

far away it is the other side of the main road 
so it is not surprising that this small cluster of 
houses have made an informal access.  This 
needs to be built to a proper standard with 1:15 
path, 2m wide. 

3. Shotley Hospital Site North Link
 The developers have constructed a short stub 

of path to their boundary but who is going to 
complete the link?

 As there is quite a drop here we suggest 
starting the link further down the hill and then 
excavating a shallow cutting to deliver the path 
in the direction of Consett which maybe the 
normal everyday destination.

4. Shotley Bridge Hospital South Link
 This connection is provided for by the 

developers, hopefully of a good quality and 
through to the railway path.

5. Carnoustie Close
 Make a ramp running westwards along the 

boundary to reach the path to supplement the 
existing flight of steps.

6. At the crossing of Links Drive, the railway 
path becomes a tarmac surface running along 
the boundary of the cemetery.  Note that the 
railway cutting has been filled in here and the 
path runs on the strip of original ground.  This 
means that a wide grass strip separates it from 
the housing to the west.

7. George Street Link
 Construct a sound 2m wide path along the 

desire line and mark out a crossing of the 
Queen’s Road.

8. Thomas Street link to the side of the 
doctor’s surgery

 Construct a new link to the side of the carpark 
and mark out a crossing of Queen’s Road.

9. The main path is taken across Durham Road 
by means of a toucan crossing light. 

 This is well arranged but the lights should be 
set to a delay of no more than 10 seconds so 
as to avoid the frustration which walkers and 
cyclists feel. But the ongoing pavement route 
does an awkward dog-leg whereas it would be 
much better to go straight ahead.

10. The path now continues in an attractively 
landscaped area to come to an important 
connection – to the Blackhill and Consett Path.  
At this point the linking paths are not clearly 
defined and we suggest that a clear crossing is 

made to create a direct link to St.Aidan’s Street 
though to the Park.

11. The Blackhill and Consett Park Link to  the 
Town Centre

 This is a link with a high potential and is quite 
crucial if students living in Shotley Bridge are 
to be encouraged to cycle to the Academy or 
College.  The link requires a controlled crossing 
of Laburnum Avenue direct to the entrance 
to the Park and a clear definition of the route 
through the Park to leave pedestrian areas free 
of conflict.

12. Existing cycling route across Park Road and 
continuing up to Tesco.

13. A new zig zag ramp to give a 1:20 climb up to 
Aynsley Terrace is a much needed requirement, 
not only for cyclists, but to provide access for 
all to Blackhill and Consett Park.  This ramp 
could best be made by adding material to 
the slope, arising from development surplus 
materials.  This could be constructed at the 
cost of a developer who needs to dispose of 
material.

14. Existing link to Hawthorne Terrace.

15. Derwent St crossing is completely undefined 
and here we suggest it would be appropriate to 
install a raised pavement crossing to provide a 
direct and priority route for Greenway users. Corten steel panels  

16. This section of path drifts into the 
industrial area off Tinmill Place and is 
most unsatisfactory.  The area needs to be 
“landscaped” so that the Greenway route is 
defined by planting at the very least.

This covers many of the works required for each of the main routes described in this report.

North – South Route: Shotley Bridge to Delves

17. The Greenway now reverts to the original 
railway formation but has a poor surface.  It 
should be reconstructed in asphalt to link the 
Genesis Park with Blackhill. 

18. At this point the railway cutting is infilled and 
the rough path just climbs the steep bank. 
Curiously pedestrians have worn a path 
10m to the west on top of the earth mound, 
presumably in preference to the very rough 
stone path.

19. A sweeping ramp with 1:20 gradient is required 
to ensure that the route is available to all and 
that the Blackhill residents can reach the Open 
Parkland with its far flung views westwards 
towards the Rookhope Hills.

20. Sculptural feature
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North – South Route: Shotley Bridge to Delves - map 1
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21. Link to Town Centre via Fawcett Park and 
the “Ladle” Cascade

 Fawcett Park is so well laid out that it deserves 
to be better connected to the Town Centre.  
This does require a protected crossing of 
Genesis Way which can only really be done 
with toucan lights.  Then a new zig zag path 
is required to achieve an even gradient to the 
Romany Drive open space.  If 1:20 is very 
difficult to achieve on this escarpment then 
perhaps 1:15 would do?

 Parliament Street then leads you through to the 
Town Centre where a crossing of Church Street 
is required.

22. Join the existing cycleway along Genesis Way.  
This should be followed all the way to its end.

23. Link to new housing
 It may be convenient for cyclists to also use 

this west side of Genesis way to reach Tesco?

24. Link towards Town Centre
 Follow existing shared use route along Front 

Street.  The note on the East/West route 
describes improvements here.

25. We suggest that the signed route would now 
pass the Starbucks coffee shop for necessary 
refreshments.

26. A crossing of A692 in front of Starbucks is 
required.  At this point the existing ghost lines 
provide the opportunity for a central island 
which would be the first stage towards a safe 
crossing of this main road.

27. The route envisages a new tree lined avenue 
leading through to the stainless steel Terris 
Novalis sculpture.  This would be the high point 
of the route – literally the highest point.  The 
avenue should run in a spacious corridor to the 
south of the existing tree belt.

28. View of Terris Novalis
 This steel sculpture would become the cross 

roads of the core cycling routes in Consett.

29. Carve a new landscaped route through 
to Knitsley Lane creating a green corridor 
between the Hownsgill Industrial Estate and the 
main road.

30. Define the crossing of Knitsley Lane.

31. Reconstruct the existing path, plant with 
avenue trees and enhance the crossing of the 
new estate road.

32. Run down Deepdale Drive.  Plant avenue trees 
to emphasise the continuity of the route.

33. Link to Town Centre
 Reconstruct this link along the old railway to 

give a sound surface and even gradients.

34. Construct new link across the open space at 
the back of Delves Lane Primary School to 
reach Wilton Street.

35. Consider making new entrance to Primary 
School and developing this open space as a 
small park with a magnificent view to the west.

36. Construct a new path down the hillside to 
reach the Lanchester Valley Railway Path.  This 
should be considered as a parkland connection 
from the Delves area to this magnificent 
greenway to Lanchester and Durham.  The 
route shown here follows the well worn desire 
line across the open fields.An alternative 
would be to follow the industrial road down to 
Hownsgill Drive but this may conflict with the 
traffic in the area.

37. The Lanchester Valley Greenway to Durham or 
west to Hownsgill Viaduct.

38. Knitsley Lane bridge has been removed and the 
resulting steep ramps preclude the whole of the 
Lanchester way being an Access for All route. 
We really recommend some careful work to 
build new ramps at a gradient no steeper than 
1:20

1

2
3 4

5

6

7

8

Hounsgill 
Road

Lanchester 
Valley Path

Plan of proposals to ease gradients at Knitsley Lane

1.  the existing path drops very steeply down to cross the lane at grade where the 
railway bridge was removed

2. Aim to cross higher up the lane so as to allow for very easy gradients

3. acquire minute corner at bottom of garden and ramp from a long way back to make 
a gentle gradient

4. acquire small triangle of land to complete easy route through and one suitable for 
wheelchair users.
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North – South Route: Shotley Bridge to Delves - map 2
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The Derwent Walk is a very popular railway 
path, and despite its name, an integral part of 
the network of cycling routes in Co.Durham.  it 
is also the course of the C2C cycling route 
from Whitehaven in the west to Newcastle and 
Tynemouth.

Whilst the path has  generally excellent surfaces, 
which are well maintained, it does have a 
number of missing bridges and two difficult road 
crossings.  Whilst these are of no great significance 
to pedestrians, they are awkward for cyclists, 
especially novices, who find the steep slopes 
and barriers difficult to use, and they make the 
overall route all but impossible for wheelchair 
users.  This last is most unfortunate because in all 
other respects the Derwent Walk would make an 
excellent “Access for All” route.

The following notes set out the details which need 
addressing starting with Derwent St in Blackhill.  
South of this point, the remainder of the Derwent 
Walk is considered in the chapter covering the 
North- South route.

1. Derwent St, Blackhill
 Here an array of barriers masks the lack of 

any crossing provision.We recommend that 
the road is provided with a raised pavement 
crossing arranged so as to give priority to 
pedestrians and cyclist and that all barriers are 
removed in order that the Greenway can flow 
uninterrupted across this obstacle.

2. Link to Blackhill and Consett Park, 
Laburnum Avenue

 There is no provision for crossing the main 
road to reach the entrance gateway to the 
Park.  We recommend that St Aidan’s Street is 
closed to traffic, at its junction with Laburnum 
Avenue, and that a shared use zebra crossing 
is provided direct to the Park entrance.  This 
measure will have the effect of providing the 
most convenient crossing of the road as well as 
emphasising the importance of pedestrians and 
cyclists.

3. (Main A691) Durham Road
 This has a toucan light crossing at present 

which works well.  However, the southern 
approach is awkward and would be greatly 
improved if a short new direct link through the 
stone wall was constructed.

4. Links at Shotley Bridge
 The former railway ran in a cutting in this area.  

This has now been infilled and grassed over 
but there are no connections to the path (which 
runs on the east side of the old railway) to the 
residential roads of Shotley Bridge.  It would be 
best to surface up the two principal desire lines 
– to the doctors’ surgery and to George Street, 
and at each point to provide a zebra crossing 
of the Queen’s Road so as to afford a safe 
journey.

5. Links Drive
 Provide a “raised cushion” crossing of this cul 

de sac in order to emphasise the presence of 
the Derwent Walk and its users. Or at least a 
paved or painted strip.

Further Notes on Derwent Walk: Consett to Rowlands Gill

6. Ramp to Links Drive
 At present a long flight of steep steps is the 

only access for local residents to the Derwent 
Walk.  We suggest that good ramps could be 
constructed up the boundary of the railway 
land.  Although it will not be possible to 
achieve the target 1:20 gradient suitable for all 
users, such a ramp would make the Trail mote 
easily accessible to more people.

7. Hospital redevelopment
 2 access links are to be provided as part of 

the new housing complex here.  These should 
be constructed to reach right through to the 
Derwent Walk, at a standard suitable for 
wheelchair users.

1
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11 1
13

12

Westwood lane

Arrangement of ramp details to be improved on Derwent Walk

8. Whinny Lane

10
1

22
32

4

100m

1. Path at track level

2. Make new path from top of ramp to run around level to Whinney

3. Cross lane on level

4. Use existing access track to regain the railway path all  
on the level.2 3

4
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9. Ebchester Bank
 This is the longest and most tedious of the 

railway embankments removed under earlier 
government funded “reclamation “schemes. 
It forms a complete barrier to further progress 
down the Walk for wheelchair users.  The 
total drop down and climb back up again is 
about 15m at a gradient of 1:8.  In order to 
overcome this we recommend cutting the tops 
of the ramps back by 60m, and placing this 
material as an embankment at the foot of the 
dip to raise the level of the path by 5m and 
to ease the gradients to 1:20.  As there is no 
requirement for farm access across the line 
at this point the only need for a structure is a 
cross culvert, and also to take any flood waters 
which overflow the existing stream culvert.

10. Shaw Lane Bridge has been infilled and the 
Derwent Walk now climbs very steeply on 
either side to cross this very minor road.  The 
best way to ease this would be to shift the 
road crossing, downhill to near trackbed level, 
and to make level links to this point via two 
small fragments of land acquired from adjacent 
landowners.

12. Longclose Bank to Make-me-Rich Plantation 
by contrast has lost the bridge over this rather 
fast road.  Here the ideal solution would be a 
new bridge or failing this negotiate to shift the 
road crossing to a point uphill (to the south) 
where the road is at the same sort of level as 
the railway path.  At the same time the road 
at this point needs to be widened to afford 
the benefit and safety of a central island.  
This arrangement will overcome the present 
steeply sloped gradients leading down to the 
road crossings where the path users have to 
juggle with controlling their speed, negotiating 
barriers, facing traffic and then climbing 
steeply up again . This is especially hazardous 
for groups of cyclists  where everyone is at 
the mercy of the person in front of them. In 
the immediate short term all overhanging 
vegetation must be cleared to improve visibility.

11. Westwood Lane

1

4
25

13. B6310 Road, Hamsterley Mill 
 This is the most severe of all the defects 

and barriers on the Derwent Walk.  The road 
bridge has gone and the public have to 
drop down steep ramps from a considerable 
height and then cross a busy road with fast 
traffic on a bend.  It is not a good place to 
be, and all the worse because just beyond 
the County Council, who manage this route, 
have maintained the two sublime viaducts, 
Hamsterley and Pontburn to give the Walk a 
complete continuity.

 The only solution here is a new bridge. We 
recommend that a new southern embankment 
is constructed from available material (from 
local developers etc.), all of which should be 
possible at no cost to the walk.  A new single 
span bridge can then spring from embankment 
to embankment to provide a level route through 
and to restore the continuity of the route.

100m

100m 100m

5 4 2

3 1

1 2

3
4

5
6

3

1

3

2

4
100m

1. Aim to cross the Lane at a point where its level is +1m above 
track bed, or about 30m downhill from the present crossing.

2. On the north side acquire a small triangle of land and excavate a 
gentle ramp, placing the material on the east side of the cutting 
to act as the start of a ramp.  The total length of the new work will 
be about 50m.

3. On the south side acquire another small triangle of field and 
excavate sharply through the side of the railway cutting to make 
a ramp about 50m long again.  Here the surplus material can be 
landscaped into the end of the embankment.

4. Plant this area.

1

2

1

0

1:20

3
4

3

80m

80m

80m
100m

0. Existing path running on track bed level.

1. Excavate material from the embankment over a distance of 80m 
to provide the material for the central embankment and to lower 
the path surface by 4m.

2. Construct a central embankment 5m high at the central highest 
point and rising at 1:20 on either side along the 80m long 
embankment.  This will give an easy gradient for the whole route 
and restore the Walk’s continuity.

Sketch of long section
3. Existing path level and sections of embankment to be excavated 

to make a new easily graded path.

4. 5m high central embankment with culvert as necessary.

1. existing railway path.

2. Acquire small triangle of additional land for new link.

3. Existing works access track at an easy gradient.

4. Cross the Lane at this point close to the level of the railway track 
bed.

5. Construct new ramp running across to the continuing railway all 
almost at the same level.

1. Aim to cross the main road at the point where it is level with the 
railway path track bed.

2. Widen the road so as to allow for a central island 2.5m wide and 
sufficiently “long” in the direction of the road for a number of 
cyclists to wait.

3. Construct a short embankment to bridge this gully.  Use the 
redundant end of the old embankment.

4. Similarly, on the west side.  Note the public will need a temporary 
path diversion during these works.

5. Remove these stub-ends of embankments to make the view.

6. Alternatively extend the embankments northwards to the point 
where the road has dropped away sufficiently so as to allow for 
the construction of a bridge.

1. Ramp gradually down along the lone of the path as its high 
embankment until the level of 6.0m above the adjacent road is 
reached.

2. Construct a new embankment from available materials to provide 
a level base for the path from 6.0m above the road back to join 
the railway path to Consett.

3. New Warren Truss type bridge, approximately 30m span as 
simple concrete slabs each supported by 3 bored piles.

4. Construct easily graded path to re-join railway route.

5. Existing railway path.
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East – West Route: Leadgate to Hownsgill Viaduct and Moorside

This is the alignment of the railway path from 
Stanley and its continuation to Stanhope on the 
Waskerley Way.  The Stanley line was built by the 
charity Sustrans in 1987 who then developed it 
to what is now the C2C route.  Unfortunately, at 
the very same moment Durham County Council 
wished to construct the A692 along the same 
railway to bypass Front Street in Consett.  Sustrans 
reluctantly surrendered its part of the old railway 
in the expectation that a good quality alternative 
route was built.  It never was, and the C2C’s worst 
section, all the way from Whitehaven to Sunderland 
is the mile through Consett via Crook Hall playing 
fields and woods.  Not only is the route of very poor 
quality but it bypasses the town centre so neither 
serves local people or visitors.

The proposals here aim to rectify this defect and to 
create something of real value to the community.  
The revised route aims to pass through the Town 
Centre AND to serve the Consett Academy and the 
Consett  Junior  School on Beechdale.  Something 
which will require a piece of successful land 
negotiation as well as support from the school. 

In the following description links to the main route 
are shown in italics.

1. Existing path along line of former railway in 
Leadgate.

2. The removal of the Villa Real bridge has 
created a new geography here and it would be 
best to remain on the north side of the road. 
(The problem with crossing to the south side 
is that this then requires a crossing of the 
Leadgate Bypass, which is a busy road where 
there is absolutely no provision to make a safe 
crossing).

3. Create a defined route through these minor 
residential roads and across the garage 
frontage.

4. Cross Villa Real Road via a splitter island and 
defined crossing.

5. Link through via the existing cycling link to Carr 
House Mews.

6. Negotiate a link to the Junior  School and 
Beechdale Road via a new path arranged as 
shown in the sketch if this can be arranged 
with the landowners.  The alternative option 

would be off the end of Granary Court.  Both 
would require the support of landowners and of 
the Primary School. Whilst the Beechdale Road 
option gives the most direct route to the school 
entrance, the Granary Court option brings in 
more of the open space.  Both routes give 
local residents good access to the open space 
around the Academy.

7. Link to Number One Industrial Estate
 The remaining , forgotten and hidden old path 

through Number One  to Bunker Hill offers a 
surprising corridor of tranquillity and greenery.  
To reach it a new path needs to be constructed 
around the park (which would provide a direct 
route to the rear entrance of the Academy) 
where the existing crossing of Villa Real Road 
to be reorganised to make it suitable for all 
users.

10. Link to Barr House Avenue for direct route to 
Blackhill and Consett Park

 The sketch shows the need for a crossing of 
Ashdale Road and a well graded ramp cut up 
to the higher level of the open space left from 
demolition of swimming pool

 One path can branch off to Belle Vue Gardens 
for a safe crossing of the main Medomsley 
Road to reach Barr House Avenue.

11. The Town Centre Link past St. Patrick’s  
Primary School

 The direct route to the town centre can follow 
existing paths (which need enhancing) to reach 
the Park Gates at Stanley Street, and the 
entrance of the Primary School.   From here 
it is a matter of judgement about how best to 
reach John Street and the Town Centre.  The 
detailed map shows options.  The chosen 
route should be planted with avenue trees to 
enhance the experience of walking and cycling 
down the road, and should have a good quality 
convenient crossing of Medomsley Road and 
carefully detailed link to the sanctuary of John 
Street.

12. John Street to the pedestrianised Middle Street
 This wholly urban area needs a complete urban 

design detail to make for an attractive space 
flowing from John Street to Front Street.

 It is important that the main walking and 
cycling route feeds through Middle Street in 
order to generate as much passing trade as 
possible, even though it must be admitted that 
many local people will nowadays be travelling 
through to the retail parks to the west.  Define 
a clear cycling route through the pedestrianized 
area, as it is practical for people to come to 
shop from Leadgate and elsewhere in the town 
by bicycle, if it is not by foot.

8. Continue an avenue through the strip of 
open land outside the boundary fence of the 
Academy.  Plant avenue trees to soften this 
barrier.

9. Link to Academy Entrance and across to 
Blackhill and Consett Park

 Create a public path through the landscaping 
in front of the Academy to provide a really 
good quality route to the Academy to give the 
message that walking and cycling to College 
is an acceptable way to getting there.  This 
should continue to the entrance of the Leisure 
Centre (with provision past the Magistrates 
Court when this is redeveloped) and should 
reach through to cross Medomsley Road for a 
connection to the Balfour Street area.

View across Academy frontage View across Academy frontage

Map showing existing and proposed routes to Consett Junior School

Existing route to school

Consett 
Junior 
School

Proposed new school route

East west route
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13. The signed cycling route crossing Albert Road 
to the attractive small Oak Street Park is 
already in place and forms the best route.  It 
does though need enhancing.

14. Connection to Front street
 Follow the exiting route but provide a defined 

crossing of Berry Edge Road.

15. The Front Street Shared path past  
Derwentside College

 Although this exists it is rather bleakly exposed 
next to the traffic and has been fractured twice 
since is construction without concession to 
cyclists.  When the opportunity arises it really 
needs to be refashioned as an avenue taking in 
some of the existing landscaping, or narrowing 
what is a key wide road with tree planting.

16. Link to Hermiston Retail Park
 This retail park is a monument to retail therapy 

by car.  There is no real effort to provide any 
sort of attractive or priority route to favour 
walkers and cyclists. (Although 2 sheltered bike 
parking stands have been provided)  If these 
active modes of travel are to be encouraged, 
a convenient crossing of the main road is 
essential and a defined walking and cycling 
avenue through the whole length of the Retail 
Park is required, maybe as in the sketch.

Front Street

17. Cross Genesis Way at the existing crossing.

18. Sign route to Starbucks and provide ample 
cycle parking here with a view to this 
refreshment stop becoming a hub of crossing 
routes.

19. Link to Terris Novalis
 Provide central island crossing of A692 Road 

and new avenue to the iconic Terris Novalis 
sculpture.

20. Pick up the Waskerkey Way down to Lydgetts 
Junction,  Hownsgill Viaduct and the high 
moors to the west.

21. Short link to the Greencorew etc. Formalise 
existing desire line.

View of Consett Road looking towards Starbucks 
crossing point
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East – West Route: Leadgate to Hownsgill Viaduct and Moorside
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This section of our report joins together the main 
largely green and traffic free walks and cycling 
routes around Consett.  These have been grouped 
to make a sort of figure of eight circuit.  We 
suggest that these green routes are brought up 
to a high standard and promoted as the open air 
resource for fitness, health, enjoyment and social 
activity in Consett.  There are other paths, and 
local links included here, and these maybe just as 
important at a local level, but at a whole town level 
we recommend the developing of these Consett 
Promenades.

The evidence that the public enjoy attractive safe, 
level path with a good surface can be seen anyday 
of the week by the popular use of the Derwent 
Valley Walk.

To realise the Consett Promenades, surfaces must 
be improved, continuity ensured, avenue trees 
planted, seats installed, views opened out and 
the whole promoted at every level by schools, 
hospitals, doctors’ surgeries, sports centres and 
shops.

A good part of the Promenades has already been 
discussed in the North/South and East/West routes.  
This note will just tackle the additional points to be 
noted.

Starting at the Fawcett Park sculptural view point

1. Views out to the west over towards the 
Stanhope Moors are a feature of the Town 
and the Promenades should open these up 
wherever possible.  This sculpture recalls the 
former steel industry which dominated and 
formed this landscape.

2. The tag end of the Derwent Walk, once the 
disused railway, now wanders in a nondescript 
way through the remaining landscape.  It would 
be best to construct a new path running along 
the edge of the escarpment so that it gained 
uninterrupted views over the hills.  The existing 
stone path can be used as the basis of a new 
landscaped corridor to be developed as part of 
future housing plans.

3. Provide a safe crossing of the Consett Road 
to Lydgetts Lane.  The current small central 
island feels very exposed and either needs to 
be widened, or better, make new earthworks 

The Green Walks of Consett

ramps leading up to a new bridge over this 
main road with its fast traffic. This will also 
assist local equestrians. 

4. Recent study commissioned  by Groundwork 
for the Land of Oak and Iron project strongly 
recommends that great focus is put upon 
Lydgetts Lane junction. “4-way junction of NCN 
routes at Hownsgill Viaduct could become a 
major destination and feature”. 

5. Construct a new field edge path from Lydgetts 
Lane along the landscaped hillside to reach the 
Waskerley Way at Hownsgill.  This route should 
follow the existing desire line along the edge of 
the escarpment and viewpoint on the northern 
end of Hownsgill Viaduct. This will meet proven  
demand by pedestrians and cyclists for access 
to the viaduct from an adjacent car park and 
afford views of the structure not accessible by 
being on top of it. 

6. The Lanchester Valley Railway Path is 
another attractive  route.  Cut away all the 
vegetation on its south side wherever there are 
opportunities for views across the valley to the 
south.

7. Follow the new path up the hill to Delves as 
proposed in the North/South route, or follow 
through the narrow gap between industrial 
sites (which needs to be widened) and past the 
primary school to reach the new road.

8. Join the existing stone path, review its width 
and barriers and make a new ramp up to the 
old railway to reconstruct this path as the 
central corridor through a prominent open 
space to reach the town centre.

9. Link to Terris Novalis as described in the North/
South route.

10. Link to Terris  Novalis via the current C2C route

 Remove all the barriers at the end of Gill 
Street.  Provide a clear raised crossing of 
Knitsley Lane.  Improve the path up to the A692 
roundabout and improve the road crossing to 
reach Terris Novalis as a second focus point for 
the whole network.

11. Make a short cut through to Forster Street and 
make a safe crossing of Delves Lane to join 
with the existing fragment of path to Consett 
FC  

12. Crook Hall playing fields. Here we join the 
original Avenue planted in 1988 as part of the 
C2C route.  The trees have done well but the 
path less so.

13. Somewhere in this corner there is the need for 
a seating area and lookout over the Lanchester 
Valley.

14. Existing good crossing of the Thos. Swan 
works access road.

15. By contrast there is no defined crossing of the 
Consett Bypass.  The only satisfactory solution 
will be toucan lights although a bridge onto the 
high ground of the former railway would be a 
better solution still.

The remainder of the Consett Green Promenade 
are discussed in detail in the East/West note.  It 
runs through a short section of residential road 
and into Belle Vue Park (or the remainder of it) 
and then via Barr House Avenue into the Blackhill 
and Consett Park.  Any short section of residential 
road should be planted with avenue trees to 
emphasise their Green Promenade role, and all road 
crossings should draw motorists’ attention to the 
opportunities of their travelling without their car.

This  rough path up to old railway bank leads direct to the 
Town Centre
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Potential green walks and cycling circuits
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Road crossings, or their absence, determines 
the overall popularity and usage of paths for 
pedestrians and cyclists.  A single difficult or 
dangerous road crossing will dramatically reduce 
the numbers of people using the whole route, and 
may well exclude whole groups of people such 
as families, children and the less able as well as 
posing an insurmountable barrier for those in 
wheelchairs.

As traffic volumes and speeds increase it becomes 
more and more important to put in place safe and 
attractive crossings which give a reasonable degree 
of priority to vulnerable users.

Schedule of road crossings (not including side 
roads and access roads at all of which the paths 
should have a direct raised zebra crossing and 
priority).

Links Drive Raised  table crossing

Queen’s Road Zebra crossing for link

Durham Road Existing toucan – improve approaches 

Laburnum Avenue (Link to Park) Zebra crossing required

Park Road (link to Genesis Way) Existing toucan lights

Derwent St (Derwent Walk) Raised  table crossing

Genesis Way (Link to Town Centre) Single stage toucan lights

A692 Road (Starbucks) Central island on ghost lines

Knitsley Lane Define crossing via existing island

II. East/West Route
Villa Real Road Via central island and defined crossing

Villa Real Road (to Number One Industrial Estate) Modify existing

Medomsley Road (link to Blackhill Park) Zebra crossing

Ashdale Road (route to Academy) Zebra crossing

Medomsley Road to Town Centre Zebra crossing

Albert Road Raised pavement crossing

Berry Edge Road Defined crossing

Front Street Define crossing

Hermiston Retail Park Link Zebra crossing

Genesis Way Revise existing crossing

III. Green Promenades (additional crossings to above)
Consett Road A692 (to Lydgetts  Lane) New earthworks and bridge plus provision for 

horse riders (current central island too short for 
both cyclists and especially horses.)

Industrial Estate Road (C2C at Terris Novalis) Define crossing

Knitsley Lane (C2C) Raised pavement crossing

I. North/South Route

Summary of road crossings where works are needed
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Our vision of Consett is of a town threaded through 
with popular promenades all of which are held in 
a proud affection by local citizens.  We suggest 
that these paths and open spaces – based on and 
growing out from the town’s unique heritage of 
old railways – could come to be one part of the 
character and glue which forms the town.

For this to succeed a number of policies, strategies 
and actions need to come together.

1. The greenways and accompanying open 
spaces with their views and meeting places 
must be built into the town’s new developments 
as an integral part of each, and as an integral 
part of the whole.

2. They need to be promoted at every level 
possible including; in the sales brochures for 
each development; in the documents relating 
to individual properties; in regular events from 
daily work outs, weekly walks, and regular 
events; in sponsorship news; in campaigns 
for fitness and health; in promotion to the 
shopping centres; in picnics on the far off 
paths; in short rather than a piece of casual 
background the Greenways come to be seen as 
the public thoroughfare of the community.

3. We recommend setting up a network of 
Greenway Friends and Groups who see these 
paths as important for their community.  The 
Friends could be provided with a small grant 
for events, and resources such as building up 
social contact sites, access to resources such 
as the Consett Marquee for events etc.

4. A further piece of Community involvement 
would be to enlist a roster of Voluntary Rangers 
to keep an eye on the paths, clear up litter, 
encourage usage, gain community support to 
deal with abuse.  Again to build up traction 
rangers could be sponsored by Tesco (which 
has such a prominent site) with jackets, basic 
hand tools, and monthly lunches.

5. Estimate of cost
 The cost of the works recommended here 

depend upon their extent and their quality.  In 
truth it should not be necessary to come along 
to build these routes and paths now as they 
should have been included in the ongoing 
development and expenditure over all the years 

Management, maintenance and popular use

since the Town had to start afresh after the end 
of steel.

 Some of the works listed here can be included 
in the development plans of new areas of 
housing and industry.  All of their promoters 
should be interested in a fit an active 
population which does not make too much of a 
demand upon their cars and traffic.

 Some of the other core paths can be 
constructed with regional and national grants 
available for these types of works.

 But to start with we recommend that Project 
Genesis constructs the central work which 
we have described in Views of the Sculpture.  
These comprise building around 1km of new 
path, of cutting views through woodlands, 
of extending grazed areas of making a safe 
crossing of the main road by Starbucks and of 
installing seats at key locations.  The estimates 
of costs of this are shown below.

 

1.1km of new path, 3.0m wide finished in asphalt or similar 
running from Starbucks to Knitsley Lane including modest 
landscaping in corridor

£170,000

3 road crossings, central island on main Consett Road, and red 
paint across Hownsgill Industrial Estate and Knitsley Lane

£30,000

The clearance over winter to make agreed views £26,000

Fencing, gates and seeding any new pasture £15,000

Plant small woodland to mask Tesco’s facade £5,000

3 view mounds with seats and link paths £10,000

Engineering and management £15,000

Total estimate to create all the views and  
associated link paths

£270,000

6. Maintenance of paths and green spaces cannot 
be wholly left to volunteers but will require 
equipment and staff.  This needs to be funded 
by a precept from all new housing perhaps?

 Given the present demand to limit budgets we 
suggest that Project Genesis could consider 
setting up a Consett Greenways Trust to 
manage and maintain the whole Greenways 
network – and indeed its open spaces.  The 
advantage of such a Trust could be that it 
could harness the energies and loyalties of 
local citizens by allowing them to realise that 
the paths and open spaces are theirs, theirs to 
use, theirs to enjoy, and theirs to maintain.  The 
Consett Greenways Trust could look to raise 
funds, to manage maintenance and maybe 
even new works, but above all to engage local 
people as supporters and members.

 Action: to engage the public in the 
management of the Greenways through a 
Consett Greenways Trust

Estimated costs of the Views

The creation and maintenance of a good network 
of popular paths is an ongoing programme, and 
we have no intention of costing out every detail 
shown here partly because even the most positive 
programme will probably evolve in a different way.

We recommend the following;

1. That Genesis and the Council adopt the 
broad outline of this report as the basis for an 
ongoing programme of works which they will 
further whenever the opportunity comes along.

2. That all new developments and roads will 
provide for the routes shown here, will 
contribute funds towards a central budget for 
the extension and enhancement of the network 
and will construct the routes and associated 
landscapes to a really good quality.

3. That Genesis will lead the way by bringing 
forward all the Views of the stainless steel 
sculpture – Terris Novalis – as soon as possible

4. That  the negotiation and assembly of the 
fragments of land identified in this report is put 
in hand, either in the name of Genesis itself, or 
via a local charity. This would be in addition to 
Genesis lands where a commitment should be 
made to reserve all the lands required for the 
routes described here. The availability of these 
land fragments would enable works to be put in 
hand as funds become available.

A programme of Works


